
Pray. Study. Grow.
Schweitzer United Methodist Church
Week of May 18-23, 2009

Please fill out only one slip per family.  Please print.

Name(s):______________________________________
_____________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City:_________________________________________
State:________________ Zip:_____________________
Home/Cell Phone: _______________________________
Work Phone: ___________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________  

Circle Age Range: 12 & under   13-17    
18-24    25-34    35-44    45-64     65-up

Names and ages of children attending with you this morning:  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

 Please add me to the list to receive the 
    bulletin by mail each week.

Please send me information about:

Sunday School:	
  Children       Youth        Adult
Nurseries:	
  Crib	        2’s	            3’s	          
Adult Ministries:
  Small Groups	   Bible Studies
  Women’s	   Men’s
College Ministries: 
  Small Groups	   Events
Youth Ministries:	
  Middle School	   High School	
Children’s Ministries:
  Spring Activities	  Summer Activities      Fall Activities
Music Ministries:	
  Children	   Youth            Adult
Media Ministries:
  Design	   Video
Stephen Ministry:
  Becoming a Stephen Minister  
  Visiting with a Stephen Minister 

  I would like a pastor to call.
  I would like to become a Christian.
  I would like a pastor to call about baptism.

I am:
  A member        A regular guest	   A first time guest

 Permission to 
send e-mail

When completed, please place in the offering bag.  
We will contact you if information has been requested.

GUEST AND MEMBER
INFORMATION Accepting Discipleship                                                  Luke 14: 26-33; Matthew 14: 29-32

   The mission statement of Schweitzer, “Transforming Lives by Making Disciples of Jesus 
Christ,” clearly states what we are about as a church.   Jesus set very stringent conditions 
for discipleship:  “Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse, 
children, brothers, sisters—yes, even one’s own self—can’t be my disciple.”    He continues 
that those who accept his offer must “shoulder his own cross and follow behind me…” (Luke 
14:26, 27, The Message).    Does this mean we must physically abandon all those who are 
important in our lives, including ourselves?  Not at all, but the implication is clear that we 
are to put Christ first, and to be willing to listen to and obey His voice.  As we begin to 
accept the challenge of discipleship and serve others, we often forget that we are to simply 
follow.  As long as we keep our eye on Him and trust what he tells us, we don’t need to be 
overly concerned about perfection in our service.  Peter, as long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, 
was able to walk on water.  He grew afraid, however, when he realized his own fallibility; it 
was then he began to sink.  When he cried for help, Jesus reached out to him saying, “Oh 
you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matt. 14:31).  If we truly place our trust in Him, we 
can meet the high standards of discipleship set by Him.  

Jesus, when offering discipleship, leaves the choice to us.  Implicit in His offer is the understanding 
that we don’t do it alone.  He is the leader; we must simply follow his lead.  Are you willing to be 
of service and follow?

Serving Together                                         I Corinthians 12; Colossians 2:1-10; Psalm 133
   Paul, in his absence, encouraged the church in Colosse to “be knit together in love.”  He 
wanted them to be “rooted…and established in the faith” (Col 2:2, 7).  In his first letter 
to the Corinthians, Paul uses the analogy of a human body to explain how the Church 
is to operate together to accomplish its mission.  He acknowledges the individuality of 
the members (I Cor. 12:27) but says that each should care for the other with “no schism” 
(split).  At Schweitzer, we believe this as well.  Each of us has gifts that we can use in 
service to the church, whether in teaching, singing, offering hospitality, volunteering in 
various outreaches, or answering the phone in the church office.  And each gift is equal in 
value when given in the spirit of love and unity.  
   Pastor Bob made us aware in his weekend sermon of several ways we can serve each 
other at Schweitzer:  food distribution, Stephen Ministry, mission/outreach trips, Vaca-
tion Bible School, to mention just a few opportunities.  If you are struggling to identify 
your personal gifts, a class designed for just that purpose is offered several times a year.

Accept the challenge and find a place to serve at Schweitzer.   Vacation Bible School is just two 
months away from happening, and extra hands are always needed.  Contact Liz Craig today 
and offer your services—you’ll not only serve, but have fun.  Two other contact people to accept 
your offers are Denny Reeves, Director of Worship/Music and Stephanie Haase, Director of 
Leadership/Service Ministries.

Schweitzer ― First Things First!           Ephesians 4:1-16           May 16/17, 2009

	 Open the blinds and take a good look inside

Schweitzer’s Clear Purpose
	 “There exists in every church something that sooner or later works against 	
	 the very __________ for which it came into existence.”  --C.S. Lewis

	 TRANSFORMING LIVES BY MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST

	 How are we doing?  Are we on task?  Are the actions we are taking based 	
	 on that purpose?  What actions do we need to let go of that do not serve 	
	 our purpose?

God’s Clear Vision
	 A vision of oneness!  “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 	
	 called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 	
	 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”  	
							       --Ephesians 4:4-6

	 A vision of Leaders - Apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
	 teachers.
	
	 A vision of maturity - “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 	
	 building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 	
	 faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure 	
	 of the full stature of Christ.”  --Ephesians 4:12-13

Your Clear Focus
	 Examinations are both ____________ and _______________.
	 What is becoming clearer to you and what remains blurred?
	
	 Worship - “Worship is not learning about God; it is ______________
	 God.  It is not hearing about Him, but hearing Him.  Worship is not 	
	 standing some distance away and looking on; it is entering His presence.”  	
							       --Milfred Minatrea

	 Serve - ___________ __________ _________ is a major serve 
	 opportunity where hundreds give hours of time to this life changing event.

	 grow - You need a clear path to connect with others as you develop 	
	 your personal spiritual itinerary.

	 Which of these areas on my spiritual walk need my attention right now?
	 How will God’s vision lead me to refocus my life?
	 Who am I going to talk to about this today?

	 One thing you can do now!

	



Prayer Requests:
 Pastors only   Congregation prayer list

PRAYER REQUESTS / 
MESSAGES TO STAFF

SIGN UPS

 I will serve at VBS                   	
      ___ Daytime       ___Evening

  Usher
       8:30 a.m. service

  Interested in being a Children’s          	
      Sunday School Helper

Name __________________________
Phone # ________________________
Email:__________________________

  Guide Book & Directory 
       advertising interest

Name ___________________________

Phone # _________________________

Name of Business: _________________

________________________________

altar flowers
From Alma Wilson in honor of 

Alex Gutweiler and Micah Gutweiler’s 
birthdays.

Reason for Worship                                                                     Luke 7:37-50; Luke 10:17-24
   During Jesus’ time on earth, he often referred to the spiritual blindness and deafness of 
those who surrounded Him.  More than once he talked about the hidden, buried, or simple 
aspect of the Kingdom of God.   His ministry was designed to point to one Truth:  He was 
sent from God, our Father, to reconcile us to Himself.   While He healed many people with 
a simple word or touch, His emphasis was on faith, on having people recognize how He 
could change their hearts, rather than on what He could do for them physically.  If we want 
to truly worship, we must understand this absolute “first thing first.”   In Luke 10, Jesus 
warned the seventy He had personally sent out to minister when they returned, joyfully 
reporting on their successes:  “I saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven…do not rejoice 
…that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in 
heaven”  (Luke10:18-20).   He again emphasized the necessity of faith in God when he 
forgave the woman, identified only as a sinner, who bathed his feet with oil and dried them 
with her hair.   We have no recorded spoken words from this woman, but we recognize her 
true worship of Jesus Christ.  He did too, as he declared her forgiven and instructed her to 
“Go in peace” (Luke 7:50).

Choose one of the Gospels to read, paying attention to the recorded stories and parables of Jesus.  
As you read, place yourself in the stories or crowds that surrounded Him.  What is your response 
to Him?

Corporate Worship                                                     John 4:7-26; Amos 5:21-24; Psalm 96
   Our weekly worship services at Schweitzer are made up of elements that have been passed 
down through the traditions of the church:   scripture reading, prayer, singing, preaching, 
and offering.  Our staff and lay people spend many hours each week planning for these 
worship times because they understand the value of corporate worship, first to God, the 
object of our worship, but also to the well-being of our congregation.  Those involved 
in planning cannot, however, control how each person participates in worship.  That is 
a personal choice and must be accepted by each individual in attendance.   Notice the 
contrast of the descriptions of worship in Psalm 96 and Amos 5:  While “strength and 
beauty are in His Sanctuary” (Psalm 96:6) for some worshippers, God demands through 
the prophet Amos that “…the noise of your songs [be taken away] and [He] will not hear 
the melody of …stringed instruments” (Amos: 5:23).  Jesus explained clearly to the woman 
at the Samaritan well that “true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth…” 
(John 4:23).  In the song “Adoration” (p. 289 Celebration Hymnal) we are told how to 
worship:  “Worship the lord in the beauty of holiness/With gold of obedience and incense 
of lowliness/Bring truth in its beauty and love in its purity/ These are the offerings to lay at 
his throne.”

To worship in the way of the Psalmist and the writer of the song “Adoration,” this act can’t be 
reserved for weekend services.  What do you do during the week to prepare yourself for weekend 
worship at Schweitzer? 

Integrated Growth                                                     Matthew 19:16-30; II Timothy 3:10-4:8
   Every aspect of our lives has spiritual significance.  Every decision we make affects our 
relationship with God.  The Episcopalian minister Henry Hancock summed it up when 
he remarked that “out of our beliefs are born deeds; out of our deeds we form habits; 
out of our habits grows our character; and on our character we build our destiny.”  Try 
as we might, our lives cannot be compartmentalized—everything is interconnected.  
Consequently, as Christians we must commit ourselves to lifestyles that nurture our faith 
in God and bring us closer to Christ.  Matthew tells us of a rich young man who came 
to Jesus wanting to know the way to eternal life.  Although this man had kept the Ten 
Commandments, Jesus realized that his wealth was the one thing he valued more than 
God.  The Bible tells us “he went away sad” when Jesus called him to give away his riches 
because he could not bear to recognize the lordship of Christ over all areas of his life (Matt.  
19:22).   Later, Paul urges Timothy to immerse himself in the scriptures and to be unafraid 
of persecution.  
   As the leaders of our church seek to gain 20/20 vision in looking inward to determine 
the path for spiritual growth, that same responsibility falls on each person who attends 
Schweitzer.  Pastor Bob owns the church’s responsibility in communicating avenues of 
growth opportunities.  Each person, however, must choose, as did the rich man and 
Timothy, whether to walk away or become immersed in scripture.

In what areas of your life do you feel God calling you to greater surrender and a deeper trust in 
Him?  Where do you connect at Schweitzer to help this happen?  If you don’t have a connection 
other than weekend worship, what keeps you from that?  Talk to someone at SUMC about your 
connection, or lack of one, this week.

Your Spiritual Diet                                                                       Hebrews 5:11-6:12, 10:24-39
   A baby wouldn’t know what to do with a twelve-ounce steak, giant baked potato, and 
a garden fresh salad (except play with it)!  And most adults would be sorely disappointed 
if they were served a bottle of bland formula and a teething biscuit for dinner when they 
were looking forward to a satisfying dinner.  The writer of Hebrews uses this example of 
people moving on to more complex foods as they get older in order to urge his readers on 
to greater spiritual maturity.  It’s natural for a one-year-old to drink from a baby bottle, 
but a twenty-one-year-old doing the same thing would draw stares and raised eyebrows.  
Christians should not be satisfied with being spiritual babies their whole lives.  Instead, they 
should strive to grow in the faith and experience the joys of spiritual maturity.  The writer 
of Hebrews further warns that if too much spiritual stagnation and apathy set in, it is pos-
sible to fall away from God’s grace entirely.  We are also encouraged to grow in community, 
“meeting together,” spurring each other on “toward love and good deeds,” and encouraging 
one another (Heb. 10:24-25).  Growth in Christ requires forward motion, while sin asks us 
to slowly creep backwards.  The victorious Christian is “not of those who shrink back and 
are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved” (Heb.  10:39).

Whether your diet is baby formula or steak, there is a place for you to grow.  Watch the Sunday 
bulletin for offerings such as the Spiritual Gifts class, Alpha, or other on-going groups.  Ask at 
the information desk for locations of current devotional booklets such as “Upper Room,” “Upper 
Room Disciplines,” “Weavings,” “Alive Now” or “Devo” (for youth).  Above all, take action!


